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scraped to buy their first instrument—a 
banjo—a treasure they were afraid to reveal to 
their father, Glen. Fortunately for all of us, 
having received Glen Goins’ approval of their 
fine purchase, the two sons soon embarked 
on a path that would take them to the heights 
of bluegrass renown. 

Over the decades of their careers, the pair 
brought the sounds of a finely tuned string 
band to countless men and women throughout 
the world, who found delight in such tunes as 
‘‘Mouse Tracks in the Bacon Grease.’’ Like-
wise, gospel tunes as ‘‘I’ll Fly Away’’ and ‘‘The 
Wayfarer Stranger’’ have touched many a 
heart and soul. 

They played as part of the Lonesome Pine 
Fiddlers and the Clinch Mountain Boys, before 
going on their own to play as the Goins Broth-
ers. But eventually Ray hung up his banjo and 
Melvin carried on, establishing the Windy 
Mountain Boys. 

Over the years, Melvin’s generosity, exem-
plified by the guidance and encouragement he 
gave so freely to younger musicians, earned 
him lifelong respect and gratitude. And despite 
his success, the once-dirt poor boy has never 
lost his sense of those basic values honed in 
the hills of his West Virginia home at the knee 
of his mother Pearl. 

If it means keeping our feet firmly planted 
on Good Mother Earth and our head out of the 
clouds like Melvin Goins, then growing up ‘‘dirt 
poor’’ is a luxury more Americans should 
enjoy. 

Melvin Goins life has spanned the days of 
the battery operated radio that provided the 
family’s only entertainment to the age of the 
Internet, MP3 players, and IPods. Having 
spent the better part of his nearly 60 years on 
the road, performing live concerts at venues 
from the renowned to the unlikely, Melvin 
Goins now reaches his multitude of fans 
worldwide, in their own living rooms, through a 
virtual visit to YouTube. 

Even in his 70’s, Melvin continues a suc-
cessful and busy musical career, remaining 
much in demand by all who enjoy a little 
pickin’, singin’ and a good story to boot. 

That he has earned this continuous fol-
lowing throughout those decades of change is 
testament to the depth of Melvin’s talent and 
the breadth of his musical appeal. 

This Friday, I will join the people of 
Bramwell, West Virginia in celebrating ‘‘Melvin 
Goins Day.’’ But today, I bring his extraor-
dinary life and musical talent to the attention 
of the U.S. Congress and urge my colleagues 
to join me in recognizing Melvin Goins, an 
American treasure. 
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RECOGNIZING THE BOLTON AND 
MENK FIRM FOR THEIR INNOVA-
TIVE DESIGN OF A NEW WASTE-
WATER TREATMENT PLANT 

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Bolton and Menk Firm for 
their innovative design of a new Wastewater 
Treatment Plant in the City of Buffalo, Min-
nesota. Their fresh ideas earned them a place 
of honor in the American Council of Engineer-
ing Companies 2009 Engineering Excellence 
Awards Competition. 

This facility is the first of its kind in innova-
tion and renewable resources for water treat-
ment. The City of Buffalo, Minnesota asked for 
a state-of-the-art system and Bolton and Menk 
delivered. The facility provides a high quality 
treatment process and keeps the energy costs 
incredibly low to the city and its residents. By 
recycling and reusing, the wastewater treat-
ment plant makes all biosolids disappear. 
Some of the biosolids are even reused in the 
community’s road construction and repair. In 
the end, the City of Buffalo has one of the 
most eco-friendly and fiscally responsible 
wastewater treatment plants in America. In 
fact, estimated savings for the first year of op-
eration are expected to exceed $90,000 and 
$500,000 in the next 20 years. 

The 2009 Engineering Excellence Award 
has found a worthy recipient and I rise today 
to commend both Bolton and Menk for their in-
novation and attention to the needs of today’s 
communities and the people of Buffalo, Min-
nesota for vision and a real commitment to ex-
cellence. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND WORK 
OF PAUL SIDNEY 

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the life and work of Paul 
Sidney, legendary radio personality and fixture 
of community life in Eastern Long Island for 45 
years. 

With his rapid patter and unpolished voice, 
Paul provided ‘‘local news of local interest’’ to 
generations of Long Islanders from the studios 
of WLNG radio in Sag Harbor. Joining the sta-
tion in 1963 as programming director, he later 
became WLNG’s vice-president, general man-
ager and, eventually, president. 

Paul was recognized as a pioneer in com-
munity radio when he was inducted into the 
New York State Broadcasters’ Hall of Fame in 
2007. One of his innovations at WLNG was 
his early embrace of on-location remote 
broadcasting. Local events from retail store 
openings to Easter Egg hunts could expect a 
visit from Paul in the station’s mobile broad-
casting bus, and anybody in attendance was 
eligible for an impromptu on-air interview. 

Perhaps what endeared Paul most to his lis-
teners was his dedication to keeping WLNG 
on the air during even the most severe hurri-
canes and blizzards, earning him the nick-
name ‘‘the master of disaster.’’ With his com-
mitment to keeping the community informed in 
trying times, Paul was part entertainer and 
part public servant. 

Between shifts on-air, Paul would hold court 
from his favorite bench between the Sag Har-
bor Pharmacy and the Variety Store on Main 
Street, dispensing wisdom, talking baseball 
and maybe collecting a few anecdotes for a 
later broadcast. A lifelong bachelor, his lis-
teners were both his friends and his family. 

Madam Speaker, if being successful in life 
is loving your work, Paul Sidney was one of 
the most successful people I have ever 
known. That irrepressible voice has fallen si-
lent, but Paul and his achievements over the 
years at WLNG will always be remembered. 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
JESSE SLONE FOR WINNING THE 
BOYS’ DIVISION IV STATE BAS-
KETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Jesse Slone showed hard work 

and dedication to the sport of basketball; and 
Whereas, Jesse Slone was a supportive 

team player; and 
Whereas, Jesse Slone always displayed 

sportsmanship on and off of the court; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with his friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I congratulate Jesse Slone on winning 
the Boys’ Division IV State Basketball Cham-
pionship. We recognize the tremendous hard 
work and sportsmanship he has demonstrated 
during the 2008–2009 basketball season. 

f 

ON THE PASSING OF ERNIE 
BARNES 

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, today 
we mourn the loss of Ernie Barnes, an athlete, 
artist and North Carolina native. 

As a child, Mr. Barnes would accompany his 
mother to work, where she oversaw a promi-
nent attorney’s household staff in a home 
where he was captivated by the extensive col-
lection of art books available to him. It was the 
start of a lifelong love of art. 

As a junior high school student, Mr. Barnes 
was overweight and introverted. He spent his 
time drawing and hiding from the taunting bul-
lies. A sympathetic teacher helped steer him 
into a weightlifting program, which enabled 
him to excel in both football and track and 
field once he got to high school. 

Because of segregation, he was unable to 
consider nearby University of North Carolina 
or Duke University, and instead attended my 
alma mater, North Carolina Central Univer-
sity—then known as North Carolina College— 
on a football scholarship and majored in art. 

Mr. Barnes was drafted in by the Wash-
ington Redskins, who, upon discovering he 
was Black, traded him to the then-world cham-
pion Baltimore Colts. He later played offensive 
lineman for the San Diego Chargers and Den-
ver Broncos. 

While on the playing field, Mr. Barnes said 
he was studying the human form and devel-
oping an eye for capturing the drama of 
sports. Each week he would sketch the defen-
sive lineman who would be across from him in 
that Sunday’s game. 

‘‘The drawings would help me understand 
the man I would be facing,’’ he said in an 
interview. 

Mr. Barnes’ work relied on elongation and 
distortion to create a sense of energy, power, 
grace, intensity, and fluidity. His art also fea-
tures people with their closed eyes, reflecting 
his sense, as he once expressed it, ‘‘we are 
blind to one another’s humanity.’’ 
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He was commissioned by the Los Angeles 

Olympic Committee to provide paintings for 
the Games and by the National Basketball As-
sociation to commemorate its 50th anniver-
sary. He was also commissioned to provide 
paintings by the owners of the Los Angeles 
Lakers, New Orleans Saints, Oakland Raiders, 
and the Boston Patriots. Carolina Panthers 
owner Jerry Richardson, a teammate with the 
Baltimore Colts, commissioned Mr. Barnes to 
create the painting, ‘‘Victory in Overtime,’’ that 
permanently hangs at the Charlotte football 
stadium. 

Mr. Barnes’ ability to capture the powerful 
energy and movement of sports earned him 
‘‘America’s Best Painter of Sports’’ by the 
American Sports Art Museum in 2004. 

In 2007, in a New York tribute exhibition 
sponsored by the National Football League 
and Time Warner, Time Warner Chairman and 
CEO Richard D. Parsons said, ‘‘Imagine the 
courage and determination it took for a work-
ing class child from the segregated south in 
the 1940s to ignore all the naysayers and dare 
dream of becoming a successful artist.’’ 

Mr. Barnes’s work embodied his strong per-
sonal beliefs and spirit, crossing political, ra-
cial, and geographic boundaries. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me in observing the passing of a great 
American and one of the Nation’s foremost Af-
rican American artists. We are blessed that 
Mr. Barnes helped raise our collective con-
sciousness and encouraged everyone to see 
the gifts and strengths in one another. We 
mourn his loss, celebrate his achievements, 
and send our deepest condolences to his fam-
ily. 
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RECOGNITION OF THE PASSING OF 
DEPUTY BURTON LOPEZ, 
OKALOOSA COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
DEPARTMENT 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to honor Deputy Burton Lopez, Okaloosa 
County Sheriff’s Department, who gave his life 
in the line of duty on April 25, 2009. Deputy 
Lopez served the Okaloosa Sheriff’s Depart-
ment with honor and distinction, and I am 
humbled to recognize this American hero. 

Deputy Burton ‘‘Burt’’ Lopez began his ca-
reer in the United States Air Force, proudly 
serving for over twenty years before retiring as 
a sergeant. His career took him across the 
world, including Northwest Florida’s own Eglin 
Air Force base. He joined the Okaloosa Sher-
iff’s Department shortly after his retirement, 
fulfilling a lifelong dream of becoming a police 
officer. His fellow officers knew him as a dedi-
cated public servant and a true family man 
who loved serving his community. 

Deputy Lopez was killed when he and an-
other patrol deputy went to apprehend a sus-
pect during a domestic violence dispute. The 
gunman fired at the officers, fatally wounding 
Deputy Lopez and a fellow officer. These two 
deaths mark only the second and third 
Okaloosa Sheriff’s deputies to ever be killed in 
the line of duty, a truly sad, but powerful testa-
ment to the quality of the entire Sheriff’s De-
partment. 

The people of Okaloosa County have many 
reasons to be proud of Deputy Lopez, and I 
am honored to be able to represent those 
people, as well as the memory of this brave 
police officer. Vicki and I will keep his entire 
family, especially his wife, Michelle, and chil-
dren, Jesse, Erik, Madilyn, Jami, and Jake, 
and grandson, Caleb, in our prayers. May God 
Bless Deputy Lopez and all of the officers 
across this great country who courageously 
protect their citizens and their communities. 

f 

FAST STARTS ACT OF 2009 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, I 
began work on the Portland Streetcar as a 
Commissioner of the City of Portland. Our first 
line opened on July 20, 2001, becoming the 
first modern streetcar system in North Amer-
ica. It represents a remarkable local partner-
ship. I’m proud of its success. 

As a Member of Congress, I have cham-
pioned streetcars at the federal level, intro-
ducing the Community Streetcar Development 
and Revitalization Act in 2003, which became 
part of the Small Starts program and was in-
cluded in SAFETEA–LU. 

Unfortunately, the implementation of the 
Small Starts program failed to deliver any form 
of federal partnership to our communities. 
Communities across the country have strug-
gled to utilize the Small Starts program as the 
Federal Transit Administration delayed these 
projects. These delays have caused steep 
cost increases and stalled worthy projects that 
otherwise would generate investment and de-
velopment in these communities. 

The Fast Starts Act responds to the vast 
pent-up demand in communities around the 
country caused by the prior administration’s 
obstruction and delay with regard to streetcar 
projects. It authorizes the Secretary of Trans-
portation to make grants to streetcar projects 
provided that they are supported by an ac-
ceptable degree of local financial commitment, 
have met all necessary environmental require-
ments, and can be under construction not later 
than March 1, 2012. 

These bills will revitalize America’s neigh-
borhoods and urban spaces, while providing 
transit options, reducing sprawl, and curtailing 
greenhouse gas emissions. I am looking for-
ward to seeing a resurgence of streetcars 
around the country and nowhere more so than 
in Portland, Oregon. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING JOR-
DAN STRICKLAND FOR WINNING 
THE BOYS’ DIVISION IV STATE 
BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Jordan Strickland showed hard 

work and dedication to the sport of basketball; 
and 

Whereas, Jordan Strickland was a sup-
portive team player; and 

Whereas, Jordan Strickland always dis-
played sportsmanship on and off of the court; 
now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with his friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I congratulate Jordan Strickland on 
winning the Boys’ Division IV State Basketball 
Championship. We recognize the tremendous 
hard work and sportsmanship he has dem-
onstrated during the 2008–2009 basketball 
season. 
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EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. HENRY E. BROWN, JR. 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I submit the following: 

Requesting Member: HENRY E. BROWN, Jr. 
Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Department of Education—Na-

tional Projects, Innovation and Improvement 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Reading 

is Fundamental 
Address of Requesting Entity: 1825 Con-

necticut Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20009 
Description of Request: Funding will be 

used for purposes authorized in Section 5451 
of the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act. Reading Is Fundamental enhances child 
literacy by providing millions of underserved 
children with free books for personal owner-
ship and reading encouragement from the 
more than 18,000 locations throughout all fifty 
states, Washington, D.C., Guam, Puerto Rico, 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

Requesting Member: HENRY E. BROWN, Jr. 
Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Department of Education—Na-

tional Projects, Innovation and Improvement 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Reach 

Out and Read National Center 
Address of Requesting Entity: 56 Roland 

Street, Boston, MA 02129 
Description of Request: Reach Out and 

Read is a national program that promotes lit-
eracy and language development in infants 
and young children, targeting disadvantage 
and poor children and families. ROR has prov-
en to among the most effective strategies to 
promote early language and literacy develop-
ment and school readiness: pediatricians and 
other healthcare providers guide and encour-
age parents to read aloud to their children 
from their earliest years of their life, and send 
them home from each doctor visit with books 
and a prescription to read together. Currently, 
nearly 50,000 doctors and nurses have been 
trained in ROR’s proven strategies, and more 
than 3,500 clinics and hospitals nationwide are 
implementing the program, reaching more 
than 25% of America’s at-risk-children. Fund-
ing provided by Congress through the U.S. 
Department of Education has been matched 
by tens of millions of dollars from the private 
sector and state governments. Program has 
benefited over 18,000 children in the First Dis-
trict. 
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